SEVENTH WORKSHOP OF PARLIAMENTARY SCHOLARS AND PARLIAMENTARIANS

29-30th July 2006

Wroxton College, Oxfordshire, United Kingdom.

PROGRAMME
SATURDAY, 29 JULY 

9.15 a.m.
 Welcome
SESSION 1: 9.30 – 11.00 a.m.

LEGISLATURES IN DEVELOPING NATIONS

Challenges to Parliamentary Democracy in Developing Nations

Hom Raj Dahal, General Secretary, Ex-MPs Club, Nepal

The Personal Vote: Explaining Legislative Representation and Its Effects on Voter Choice among Algerian Deputies and Constituents

Lindsay J. Benstead, University of Michigan—Ann Arbor

Political Reform in the Lebanon: Has the Cedar Revolution failed?

Vanessa E. Shields, Wroxton Centre for Global Dialogue

PARTY DISSENT IN PARLIAMENT

Parliamentary dissent in the Portuguese Parliament: elusive needles in a haystack

Cristina Leston-Bandeira, University of Hull

Rebelliousness in a Westminster system: Labour MPs under the Blair Government

Philip Cowley and Mark Stuart, University of Nottingham

SESSION 2: 11.30 a.m. – 1.00 p.m.

RELATIONS WITH OTHER BRANCHES OF GOVERNMENT
Showdogs or Watchdogs? Parliamentary Oversight in Russia

Sarah Whitmore, Oxford Brookes University

Executive-legislative conflict and democratic consolidation in Korea: political dynamics during the Roh Moo-Hyun Presidency

Chan Wook Park, Seoul National University

Implications of Judicial Review for Legislative Supremacy in Hong Kong

Anton Cooray, City University of Hong Kong
PARLIAMENTARY BEHAVIOUR IN THE UNITED KINGDOM

Parliamentary socialisation in the UK: learning the ropes or determining behaviour

Michael Rush, University of Exeter, and Philip Giddings, University of Reading

Patterns of work among MPs: what, if anything, do the data tell us?

Gillian Peele, Lady Margaret Hall, Oxford, and Nigel Allington, Cardiff University

Parliamentarians without party: the ‘Crossbenchers’ in the House of Lords

Meg Russell and Maria Sciara, Constitution Unit, University College, London

SESSION 3:  2.00 – 3.30 p.m.
LEGISLATURES AND THE INTERNET I
Parliamentarians’ Websites across Europe: Usage, Networking and Interactivity

Rosa Vicente-Merino, University of Hull
'Electronic Parliamentarians? The Political Ethics of ICT Usage in the Swedish Riksdag', Magnus Lindh, Karlstad University, and Lee Miles, University of Liverpool

Adding value to parliamentary work: the use of ICT in the Portuguese parliament

Cristina Leston-Bandeira, University of Hull

PARLIAMENTARY REFORM IN THE UK

The politics of parliamentary reform: strategic lessons from the modernisation of the House of Commons 2001-2005

Greg Power, former Special Adviser to the Leader of the House of Commons, U.K.

Parliamentary Scrutiny: Police Patrols and Fire Alarms

Matthew Flinders, University of Sheffield
SESSION 4: 4.00 – 5.30 p.m.
THE PUBLIC FACE OF PARLIAMENTS

The symbolic communication functions of parliaments

Marion G. Muller, International University Bremen

Public perceptions of Parliament in Trinidad and Tobago – evidence from the field

Hamid Ghany, University of the West Indies
CHANGING THE RULES: REGULATION AND TRANSPARENCY IN THE UK PARLIAMENT

Regulating MPs: does Westminster’s new machinery make MPs do the right thing?

Gillian Peele, Lady Margaret Hall, Oxford

Freedom of Information and the UK House of Commons

Judy Wilson and Oonagh Gay, House of Commons Library

SUNDAY, 30 JULY
SESSION 5:  9.15 – 10.30 a.m.

THE ROLE OF PRESIDING OFFICERS

Presiding officers as heads of state in Commonwealth Caribbean parliamentary republics: the creation of a Westminster-Washington hybrid

Hamid Ghany, University of the West Indies

THE EFFECT OF DIFFERENT MANDATES

Electoral poachers? An assessment of shadowing behaviour in the Scottish Parliament

Christopher Carman, University of Glasgow, and Mark Shephard, Strathclyde University
SESSION 6: 11.00 a.m. – 12.30 p.m.
MEETING THE NEEDS OF LEGISLATORS

Exploring the needs of new Members of Parliament

Ken Coghill, Monash University, Peter Holland, Monash University, Ross Donohue, Monash University, Kevin Rozzoli, University of Sydney, and Genevieve Grant, Melbourne University

Professional development programmes for MPs

Ken Coghill, Monash University, Peter Holland, Monash University, Ross Donohue, Monash University, Kevin Rozzoli, University of Sydney, and Genevieve Grant, Melbourne University

LEGISLATURES AND THE INTERNET II
The European Parliament’s Communication Policy: Using the Internet to open up to citizens or stay with established interests? 

Jamal Shahin, University of Amsterdam

Net Gain or Net Loss? The Internet as a Double-edged Sword for MEPs and the European Parliament

Xiudian Dai, University of Hull 

SESSION 7:  1.30 – 3.00 p.m.

CONCLUDING PANEL WITH PARLIAMENTARIANS
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